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A meeting with real estate broker Linca Pridgen
feels every bit as comfortabie as the Blue
Ridge Mountain community she calls home
Her jove of the Highlancs-Cashlers Piateau
Decomes evident as she shares her knowledge
©f the arce, and o long carcer In cducation,
club management, and real astate kends her
warmih ond an engaging charoectes. Those are
the qualities that allow Linca 1o connect with
clients, help them define their geals, and turn
Ihelr vislons of a rmounian some Info realily

It would be easy — ana perfectly enjoyable
— to chat with Linda for hours on end. But as
we dacuss her time on the Highlands-Cashiers
Plateau and her 20 plus years working in recl
estate, her depth of experence and knowledge
come into focus. Asde from ceveloping her
carcer — first in education, then n prvate out
management, and finally In recl estate — Linda
nas cevoted much of her life fo church activities,
developing deep personal connections, ond
volunteering in the community.
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WHAT'S YOUR PROFESSIONAL
BACKGROUND, AND WHAT MADE YOU
WANT TO WORK IN REAL ESTATE?
“Criginally, | was a school teacher In Vero Beach,
Flocicda. | loved working with children, especially
first graders. They're ke Iittic sponges, just
socking up everything around them. During the
sthool year, we lived cown There, but we would
spend part of our summers up here My son and
three grandchiidren are based In the Odando
aren, Back Ihen, we bad a condo In Sapphire
Vofey ond would enjoy o few weeks of cooler
ol and the refaxed pace of #e in the mountains
oach yeor,

BuUl one summes, we decided to stay longer,
My husbond wos offered a job at cne of the
private clubs, so we stayed for the entire
summer INstead of st a few weeks. And in the
meantime, | got o job at the same club. tlefr ot
the end of the summes and returned fo Norida
when the school year started, but then | got
o call from the ciub. They wanted to frain me
S0 that | could take over The General Manager
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position in a few years. It was a tough call
becouse | loved tecching, but we decided
1a move here full-time

Eventually, | needed to gel my reql estate
lcense 1o sef properties within the club

community Sol've been o real estate broker

for over 20 years, but about fen years ¢go,
| declced to branch out and sell real estate
In maore areas around the Platecu”

REAL ESTATE CAN BE AN

EXCITING CAREER ON THE
HIGHLANDS-CASHIERS PLATEAU.

WHY DID YOU CHOOSE TO WORK
WITH SILVER CREEK?

I had a few different opportunities, and
they were all great opticns. But 1 had talked
10 Jochen o few limes and be inviled me
1o ceme on boord with Siver Crevk | sow
wnat they hod 1o offer, end It wos Just a
very chear and otwicas cholce jochens
passicn for real cstate and dedication
to excellence Intrigued me, and the way
weryone Gl Siver Creek works logelber
IS s0 positive and Inspiring. I'm excited 1o
continue working here and grow os much
5 possibe

HOW DO YOU SPEND YOUR TIME
WHEN YOU'RE NOT MEETING WITH
CLIENTS AND SELLING REAL ESTATE?
“Fm very active in my church — The Church
ol The Good Shepherd — and | pst starfed
voluntecring at The Bazacr Bamn, whikh
the church owns ond runs with volunteers
Ity an upscale resale shop where all (e
goods are doncted, and the proceeds qo
bock Into the community. 50 It's a greal
couse and a ol of 1un DECOUSE We recenw
many very nice items In the store, and |
enjoy meeling he friendly customess who
shop there

Living in Choftcoge Club, I've developed
a passion for croquet. We have Wine and
Wickels  every Wednesday  during  1he
season, ond durlng the cooler months, o
group of us gather In Florida for o week.
This year we: played in Ponle Visdro Heach

|also allend any event involving music, ke
local concerts and shows at Ine Highdands
Performing Arts Center. I've attended the

Highlands Chamber Musk: Festival in the past,
aned il wes wondeelul ©

WHAT IS YOUR FAVORITE TIME OF YEAR ON
THE PLATEAU? WHAT ARE THE EVENTS THAT
YOU MOST LOOK FORWARD TO EACH YEAR?
“Oh, definitely foll® It's beautitul any time of year
here, but foll ls cheoltely the best season, The
Festival of Trees aroand the Thanksgiving holidey
Is my fovorite annual event. |1 benefits Summit
Charter School, and IS so much fun 10 sell frees,
wreaths, ond ofher holiday decor at that fime of
year. It really gets you into the holiday spirit

| also enjoy the Groowin' on the Green events
turing the summer | love hal we con head over
to the Vilkage Green In Coshiers, hear some five
music, get ¢ sncck from the food trucks, relox
In the blg open meacow, and engay Hme with
tnencs. Everyone s there, and It's so entericining
and social

Every yeor | atfend the Designer Showcase, which
15 © wonderful cpporiunity to vie wne of the
most exquisite intertor design In the Southeast. I'm
also in charge of orgonizing the annual Author
Telks atl our local pubdc ibrory ©

WHERE IS YOUR FAVORITE PLACE TO GO
WHEN YOU HAVE TIME TO TRAVEL?

“I've traveled 1o Calltornda numesous imes, cnd
| love it because of how diverse the state is. Son
Diego, San Franclsco, and the wine counlry area

are some of my favorite spots, and yet all so
different from one another.

A few years back, | went 1o 1oty with my friend,
who Is from Haly and lives there part-time and
nere parttime. | remember the firsl day we
arfived, she saw that | had brought a hot rolier
sel 10 do my halr every moming. she fokd me,
You won't howe time for that, ond bought me
some dlips for my hair instead. She was right!
\We packed so much octivity Info every day thot
I borely hod time 1o sleep eoch night before we
were off on another adventure The Tood wes
mcrecible, but | didn’'t gain an ounce because
we were walking everywhere ond having such o
fontastic Hme. | can'l wall 1o ge back!”

IF YOU MET WITH NEW CLIENTS

TODAY LOOKING FOR A HOME ON

THE PLATEAU, HOW WOULD YOU
APPROACH THAT PROCESS?

“The st thing | would do s sit down, talk 1o
tham, and get 1o know them personally. We have
an incredibly diverse range of comemunities here
Delween galed neighborhoods, those with: goll
courses, lokeside homes, more secluded, rurct
properties, ond a range of price points. Scme
prople feel slrongly  aboul Hghkines, whils
others want to be in Coshiers, Sapphire Valicy,
or Glenville. So, | get 10 know my clients first and
become acquainted with  Thelr  expecialions
Mestyle, hcbbles, and what they woent 1o
accomplish in their new home
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That helps me norrow down our ophons. But then
we need 1o get out and visit These communities so
the clients can get a feet for life here on the Paleou
Hamdiorize them with all of our amenities here on
the Plateay, like our waterfalls, hiking Traits, golf
courses, lennis courts, and croguet. Usually, now
clients will decide that a particusar area feels like
the pertect Gl for Ihern, and then we con focus on
fnding their new home.

Otten when we're out wiewing o number of
homes, we stop at Bucks, our local coffee shop
ol the crassroads. ITS o greal way 1o get a feel
tor the town In tact, o few yeors 0qo, | soid
home 10 o client because he was so Impressed
by e fricndly vibe there. As we sat spping our
coffee and chotiing about real estate, severol
people stopped by our table 10 say hello and
meel the newcomer. My client saki he hod never

IW SHVER CREFK REAL ESTATE GROUR

experienced such an outgoing ond personabie
community befere, and he made an offer on o
house Ihal same day, ©

WHAT IS THE MOST VALUABLE THING

YOU HAVE LEARNED WHILE WORKING

AS A REAL ESTATE BROKER?

“Scme real estote transactions can be very
straighifoeword and smooth, whike olhers can be
fricioer 1o navigete. One of the mast unique deals
| brokerad was a residential home plus a lot for
1 commescinl business, all on the sorme propesty
together. That deal felt complicated, but we got it
done! | learnad If you're determined and stick with
It, you can accomplish almos! anylhing,

I've alo lcarned That inding and purchasing the
right home can be o very personal and emotional
experience You might be surprised ar what

detals appeal 1o people and how they artach 1o
those detalls and make a decision. For exompée,
| wos lounng some cients through o private
nelghborhoca once, where  they chose and
purchased ¢ property. Later, they tokd me thot
the moss growing on the rocks cnd gate by the
front enfrance wos so beautitul that they instantly
knew they had found thelr future home We might
only see moss, but They saw something unigue
that appeaked (o them personciy”

THE HIGHLANDS-CASHIERS PLATEAU IS A
UNIQUE PLACE TO LIVE AND VISIT. WHAT
DO YOU FEEL IS OUR GREATEST RESOURCE?
“I've been amazed al the people in our lowns

haw kind and gencerous they are. This 15 such
a giving, connacted community, and we all look
oul for one anolber We're forunale 10 lve in o
brautiul piace, bul the people truly make s
place feel like home.

The cimosphere we foster here Is 30 amazing!
\ve have Incredible people In these towns whe
are desghled 1o Ive here ondd parlicipale In
community events. It's such o nice feeiing 1o
know you will see a friendly face crywhere you
Q0. Everyone Is aiwoys heiping each other and
supporting local effoeds 1o create a wonderful
pkace for all of us o live ™

WHAT ARE YOU MOST EXCITED
TO ACCOMPLISH IN 20242
“I'mready to beanch out further! in the past
I've soki houses all over Ihe Highlonds
Cashlers Patecu, but | offen specialized
in a few specific neighborhoads. I'm reody
o meel new peopke and explore mone
cregs of our community. There ore so
many exciting developments cut there,
oo Lcon t wall to lap into Ihose ond bring
the exceptional Siiver Creex expenance 10
news clients”

Linda
Pridgn
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